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In recent interviews with Mexican newspaper EXCELSIOR, former Public Security Minister and
ex-Ambassador to Mexico, Angel Edmundo Solano, provided details of US pressures applied
on the government of former President Luis Alberto Monge to effectively derail the country's
neutrality policy. Solano stated that border incidents were fabricated by the CIA to provoke a
break in diplomatic relations with Nicaragua. The break in relations, he said, was a prior step in a
plan which would end in Costa Rican permission for the entry of US troops, ostensibly to defend
the country from a Sandinista invasion. Solano also stated that as a result of US pressure, Monge
authorized the CIA's construction of a secret airstrip at Potrero Grande, near the Nicaraguan border,
for use by the contras. EXCELSIOR correspondent in San Jose, Jose Melendez, published tracts of
a written statement provided by Gerardo Trejos Salas, Deputy Foreign Minister under the Monge
administration from August 1985 to May 8, 1986. In the statement, Trejos confirmed that during the
time he acted as deputy foreign minister, Washington "tried to block the signing of the Contadora
Act by all possible means. As a public official, I attended at least two meetings with top US State
Department and National Security Council officials who tried to convince us that we should also
adopt the position taken by Honduras and El Salvador...[The latter] had been convinced by the
White House to block the negotiating process, to foil it... "In Costa Rica there has been a pendulum
movement by the general public and the government regarding whether or not to fully support
the principle of non-interference in Nicaragua's internal affairs... "The US-backed Nicaraguan
contras launched armed attacks on the Sandinista government from Costa Rican territory. This
has happened although, as is known, every state is obliged to prohibit the formation of hostile
expeditions against other states from its own territory. "The stance of Nicaragua, Honduras and El
Salvador toward President Oscar Arias's peace plan will continue to depend on US government
policy..." Melendez points out that Monge repeatedly "denied that Washington was pressuring
his government to block Contadora's peace negotiations." The EXCELSIOR correspondent added
that although Trejos denied that the Costa Rican Foreign Ministry had succumbed to Washington's
pressure, "Monge's government worked with the US, El Salvador and Honduras...to isolate
Nicaragua diplomatically and to coordinate a joint position against Contadora." (Basic data from
EXCELSIOR, 04/19/87)
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